a local publication

MAINE

gray - new
gloucester

issue 1
2014

6

visit

7

world's last shakers

9

food and lodging

10 featured businesses
12 gems of 26
14

open for business

16 local culture
18 at your service

2

Welcome to the inaugural edition of GNG Magazine…….
The only community-based publication focused on business promotion and economic
development as well as civic events covering the Gray-New Gloucester area. GNG
Magazine is brought to you by the Gray-New Gloucester Development Corporation
(GNGDC), a non-profit economic development entity established in 2010.
The GNGDC’s mission is to foster economic vitality by supporting current businesses as well as attracting
new companies to the area while working with local and state officials to facilitate a commercially friendly
environment.
As our community continues to grow and face national and statewide economic challenges, the GNGDC is
prepared and excited to be a part of the team that is helping to shape the future of both Gray and New
Gloucester. Both towns have very committed economic development committees that tirelessly devote time to
the research and implementation of economic policy in a public venue. The GNGDC, which is a private
non-profit 501c (3) organization, has the ability to negotiate with business owners, landowners and other
entities in a private setting to help develop economic projects that dovetail nicely with the efforts of both
towns’ committees. Our goal is to assist in the development and support of a commercial infrastructure that
brings jobs and opportunities to Gray and New Gloucester.
We hope that you enjoy this first edition of GNG
Magazine and that it will be a useful resource for
residents and businesses as well as offering an inviting
community overview for tourists and visitors who’d like
to learn more about life in Gray and New Gloucester.
Please join me in thanking our sponsors and featured
businesses by supporting
Sincerely,
them with your patronage.

Leo Credit
President

Bruce Woodard, Jr. CPA
bruce@woodardcpa.com

Auburn
207.777.3033
Portland
207.780.1120
Fax
207.333.6310
43 Manley Road
PO Box1568
Auburn, Maine
04221-1568
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Gray, in addition to its prime central location and
access to the Maine Turnpike, offers plenty of
recreation options and its own historic integrity.
The remains of the Mayall Mill, America’s first
woolen mill, and the Gray Cemetery are but two of
the historic sites to visit here.

Need More Info?
Gray Town Hall
Gray Cemetery Association
www.graymaine.org
207.657.3339
New Gloucester Town Hall
New Gloucester Historical Society
New Gloucester Cemetery association
http://www.newgloucester.com
207.926.4126

New Gloucester Farmers Market
https://www.facebook.com/NGCMarket
207. 653.1931

Gray Historical Society
http://www.grayhistorical.org
Karen Taylor 207. 657.4783

New Gloucester Community Fair
http://newgloucesterfair.com
207.926.4126 ext 7

Libby Hill Trails
www.libbyhill.org
207.370.0480

New Gloucester Village Coffeehouse
http://www.villagecoffeehouse.org
Julie Fralich 207.926.3161.

Pisgah Hill Trail
Intervale Preserve
http://www.rrct.org
207.847.9399

Maine Wildlife Park
New Gloucester Public Library
http://www.maine.gov/ifw/education/wildlifepark www.newgloucesterlibrary.org
www.facebook.com/mainewildlifepark
207.926.4840
207. 657.4977
Gray Public Library
New Gloucester Veterans Memorial
http://www.gray.lib.me.us
http://newgloucesterveteransmonument.com
207. 657.4110

Pineland Farms
http://www.pinelandfarms.org
207.688.4539
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Where Quality of Life and Place
Converge…..

History: Both communities are steeped in history; New

Gloucester was and still remains a center for lumber and
agriculture. Gray was home to the first US woolen mill and
The sister communities of Gray and New Gloucester are as also developed into a hub for travel to parts north and west.
similar as they are unique. Spanning more that 80 square
miles, both offer an abundance of rural flavor, outdoor
According to local lore, Gray was one day’s stage coach
recreation, and farmland — all within a 20-minute
ride from Portland, and quickly became a stopover for
commute to Maine’s 2 largest metropolitan areas, Portland those traveling further. Today, Gray is home to the
and Lewiston Auburn.
convergence of five state highways in addition to the
turnpike. Whether heading to the mountains for skiing, to
Aesthetics and Access: New Gloucester, a
the lake region for boating, or to the beach, travelers
picturesque rural town brimming with farms and thriving
continue to pass through Gray.
local businesses. Fine furniture makers and artisans add to
local quality of life and culture. Gray, in addition to its
New Gloucester is home to the last active Shaker
share of farmland, offers direct access to Exit 63 of the
community in the world, established in 1872 on
Maine Turnpike and a bustling village center that is home Sabbathday Lake.
to all the day-to-day amenities including food stores,
hardware and drug stores, sit-down restaurants and several In addition to a stop at the Shaker Village, visitors to the
major fast food establishments.
area can experience the Maine Wildlife Park in Gray. More
than 100,000 folks visit there each year to support the park
Open for Business: Gray is home to the NorthBrook which is serves as an animal sanctuary for the Maine
Business and Industry Campus where several building lots Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
are still available for development. The Pineland Farms
Campus straddles Gray and New Gloucester and is home to
numerous businesses. The Campus offers reasonable
business lease rates, amazing views, and many professional
extras such as meeting rooms and conference space.
In addition to the business campus, Pineland Farms has
developed one of the most decorated dairy farms in the
country and boasts one of the area’s best recreational
facilities with literally miles of cross country ski, hiking,
and cycling trails.

Recreation and Relaxation: In addition to the
trails at Pineland and the New Gloucester Intervale
Preserve, the trails at Libby Hill Forest in Gray offer a
unique combination of hiking, cycling, cross country skiing
and sledding trails adjacent to the Gray-New Gloucester
Middle School Campus.

Speaking of Schools, Gray and New Gloucester
share the MSAD 15 School District serving more than
2,000 students in grades K-12. In addition to full day
kindergarten, the District, in cooperation with the Gray
Recreation Department, offers before and after school
programs. MSAD 15 has been in the spotlight for the past
few years as it has implemented one of Maine’s first
standards-based learning programs based on the national
core standards. Educators from across the US have visited

Build - Grow - Succeed in GNG
gngdc.com
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While You’re Visiting
there are plenty of things to see and do……....
In Gray -- The remains of the Mayall Mill, America’s first
woolen mill, are located on Mayall Road and is an easy walk
from the road.
The Gray Cemetery dates back to the 1700s and is the eternal
home to an unidentified confederate soldier who was accidently
sent to Gray after his death. Some local women felt that he
deserved a proper burial and raised funds to provide it. To this
day, every year on Memorial Day, an anonymous citizen places
a confederate flag on his grave.
The Gray Historical Society Museum is located adjacent to the
cemetery and offers a treasure trove of historic memorabilia and
research material.
Gray Town Hall is historic in its own right as the campus was
the home of the town’s first high school in the late 1800s. Today
visitors can tour the Italianate building,, view the workings of
the tower clock and view Edgar Caswell’s circa 1900 restored
wall curtain.
In New Gloucester—The Municipal Complex is home to Town
Hall, the New Gloucester Historical Society’s History Barn and
the Public Library with its lovely gazebo and gardens. Pristinely
preserved, these historic buildings are not to be missed. The
Blockhouse is also held and preserved by the Historical Society.
For those interested in outdoor adventure, GNG boasts miles of
ATV and snowmobiling trails, Crystal and Sabbathday Lakes
for boating, swimming and fishing; the Libby Hill Trail and the
Pisgah Hill Trail and the Intervale Preserve for hiking and
cross country skiing.
Pineland Farms offers miles of hiking and cross country skiing
trails. Pineland and the Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village both
offer fascinating historical programs about American folk life
and crafts.
The Maine Wildlife Park is open to the public from May to
November and is a refuge for numerous varieties of wild
animals that are unable to be returned to their natural habitat.
The park hosts weekly educational and entertainment programs
throughout the season including, in early August, one of the
largest Native American powwows . In addition to the snack and
gift shops, the park offers grills and tables for a family picnic.
During summer weekends, visitors to the park can also visit
Gray’s Dry Mills Schoolhouse. The restored one room
schoolhouse is on the entrance road to the Wildlife Park.
The New Gloucester Veterans Monument displays the
quintessence of community spirit. Located in Upper Gloucester
Village, thanks to a donation of land from local
businessman and resident, Richard McCann and his family, the
monument is a work in progress.
Currently, the town’s original 1968 Veterans Monument has
been relocated on the Masonic Hall to the new location and will
provide the central point of the new Veterans Monument which
will feature the addition of six stone tablets with more than

1,010 veterans’ names
engraved on them.
Among those names,
visitors will find two
British Royal Navy
pilots who were killed
when their two training
planes collided in midair over New
Gloucester on October
3, 1943. Between
Memorial Day and
Veterans’ Day,
flagpoles will be flying
the American Flag,
State of Maine Flag and
POW/MIA Flag.

Current Veterans Monument

Currently there is a
Future Veterans Monument
fund-raising effort to
complete the additions planned at the site, but visitors are
welcome to visit the original monument.

An Extensive Creative Economy
Whether one is seeking hand crafted furniture, fine art,
photographic services, all natural health, beauty and home care
products, personal health training, yoga, custom made footwear,
or handmade jewelry, the Gray—New Gloucester Local
Creative Economy can meet those needs.

Lower Village Artworks
Fine art and crafts grace the gallery and studio housed in the
antique home of Richard and Susan Vieira. Their work ranges
from classic hand painted landscapes on shaker style boxes to
traditional sporting themes to unique handmade craft items that
are both beautiful and functional. Susan's work can also be seen
at the Sabbathday Shaker Village.
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Last Active Shaker Village in the World
Established in 1783, Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village
in New Gloucester is home to the only active Shaker
Community in the world today. Situated on nearly
1800 acres of farm and forest land with 17 historic
structures from the 1780s through the 1950s, the
Village continues to be a place where Shakers live,
work, and worship.
Best-known today for the popular styles of 19th
century furniture and crafts, the Shakers have a rich
legacy that includes many achievements in social
reform, agriculture, technology, and innovation. The
flat broom, the circular saw blade, the spring
clothespin, chair tilter buttons, and the paper seed
envelope are all among a long list of Shaker
inventions. The Sabbathday Lake Shakers welcome
visitors to experience parts of their history and ongoing heritage through their museum, traditional craft
workshops, concerts, educational programs, and even
Sunday worship services.
The Shakers’ museum encompasses five buildings in
which visitors with a tour guide explore more than
200 years of Shaker culture within historical Shaker
workrooms and sleeping rooms with original
furnishings. The Shaker Museum and the Shaker
Store are open in the 2014 season from May 23 to
October 13, Monday through Saturday (closed
Sunday). Hour-long guided tours are offered at
10:30, 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:15.
The old-fashioned Shaker Store has been a popular
destination for visitors for more than 140 years. It is
filled with a variety of cooking herbs and herbals teas
prepared at Sabbathday Lake, in addition to a variety
of Shaker-made seasonal specialties including
pickles, jellies, canned goods, and more. Other
highlights include high-quality, locally made crafts
and woodenware, knit goods, quilts, sewn goods,
hand-painted boxes, wooden bowls, Micmac baskets,
hand-crafted soap, and much more.
Shaker Village is a National Historic Landmark and
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places
and the National Register of Historic Districts.

Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village
707 Shaker Road
New Gloucester, ME 04260
207-926-4597
usshakers@aol.com
www.maineshakers.com
On FaceBook:
Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village
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Signature Local Events
Span Four Seasons
Gone Fishin’
Thousands flock ——Traditionally, on the last Saturday in
January, Crystal Lake in Gray is a virtual sea of anglers as the
Crystal Lake Ice Fishing Derby draws thousands of visitors.

children ranging in age from 8 to 14 compete in the round robin
soccer tournament. On Sunday night, the championship game is
played on the high school under the lights.

The event is a collaborative effort between the Liberty Family
Foundation, the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, the American Legion, the USO, and the Patriot Parents
PTO. In addition to raising awareness about best fishing
practices, the event provides a full day of family activities,
sporting goods demonstrations, great food, and thousands of
dollars in prizes, while raising funds for the various participating
groups.

As American as Apple Pie

A Rite of Spring
To help celebrate spring and encourage summer fitness
activities, Crystal Lake is abuzz once again with the Patriot 5K
each May. Hundreds of runners from throughout New England
circle the lake raising funds for the Patriot Parents PTO. A kid’s
fun run and many family activities are also on tap for all.

June is Berry Nice
As the New Gloucester Historical Society celebrates the season
with it annual Strawberry Festival Congregational Church
Vestry. Strawberries adorn everything from shortcake to frozen
custard. The “Super” Strawberry Shortcake, featuring
Hodgman’s Frozen Custard is not to be missed. Music, raffles
and a bake sale all contribute to the day’s fun and entertainment

Happy Birthday USA
Each July, to commemorate Independence Day, there is a
reading of the Declaration of Independence. In addition to the
reading, citizens reflect on the importance of our independence
and the part that the region played in the colonies’ battles for
independence.

A New England Tradition
In New England, community fairs are a staple of the local
culture, and New Gloucester is no different as it hosts the New
Gloucester Community Fair each August. A full lineup of
entertainment, a classic car and tractor show, rides for the kids,
great food, and dozens of local artists, crafters, and farmers put
on an event that truly has something for everyone.

Soccer - Kick Starts Autumn
In October, on Columbus Day weekend, 2,000 kids and their
families take over the town to be part of the Patriot Crossroads
Challenge. Every soccer field in the area is busy this weekend as

In October, the Sabbathday Shakers celebrate autumn with
Apple Weekend. Picking, cider making, crafts and a homemade
apple pie sale are sure to provide visiting leaf peepers and local
alike with all the sights, sounds and aromas of autumn in New
England. Over 100 pies sell out pretty fast, so get there early.

It’s Christmas Time in the Country
Both Gray and New Gloucester celebrate Christmas with tree
lighting ceremonies on the Sunday after Thanksgiving. With the
charm of Currier and Ives area residents sing carols, enjoy home
made cookies and hot cider and cocoa, while children visit with
St. Nick and make holiday crafts. While that jolly elf is lighting
the tree in Gray, a lucky youngster is drawn by lottery to do the
honors in New Gloucester.
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Where to Eat and Stay
From Italian to Thai….. from fast food to formal dining…... from pushcart red dogs to wood oven pizza…..from ice cream and
frozen custard to homemade pies…… from lakeside dining to roadside farm stands;: if you want it, GNG’s got it! Here are just a few
options.

It’s Not Just Pizza
Brad Slye, a chef for more than 40 years and his wife Pamela took the reigns at Goody’s Pizza in
2012, and have been serving up a great family style menu of pizza and sandwiches ever since.
Goody’s is located at the very center of Gray Village at the northern corner of the historic Clark
Block and provides eat-in seating, take out, and delivery within a 5 mile radius.

Getcha Red Dogs Heeyah!
An institution in Gray is Lonnie Dogs right on Main Street, where
Lonnie Humphrey has been serving up the iconic red dogs for more
than 37 years. Folks come from near and far to enjoy the traditional
steamed hot dogs in their natural red casing. Lonnie also has grilled
hot/sweet sausage, Pepsi/Coke products and UTZ chips.
In addition to satisfying the crave, Lonnie Dogs is quite the
gathering place for area locals to share news and happenings. He is
there from April till October and also does other food vending events.

Where Everybody Knows Your Name
Walk into Jess n’ Nic’s Pizzeria and Pub on any day, and you just might feel like you’ve entered
that famous Boston bar. Since 1981, Wayne and Gwen Pollard along with their daughters, Jessica
and Nicole have been serving up a full menu of great food and good cheer.
Pizza, hot and cold sandwiches, paninis, numerous starters and a full array of Italian favorites are
served up daily. On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, prime rib and other yummy gourmet dinner
specials await. Several varieties of draft and bottled beer., monthly drink specials and daily happy
hour pricing make Jess n; Nic’c a must stop while visiting. Full service dining, or take out Monday
through Saturday from 11 A.M.to 9 P.M..

Cole Farms
Mention Gray, Maine to just about anyone who has visited here, and they say, “Isn’t that where
Cole Farms is?” For years, Cole Farms has kept a tradition of offering delicious food at low,
reasonable prices. Both pies and puddings are baked fresh daily on the premises along with Cole
Farm’s many varieties of ice cream .
Whether you’re looking for a great family stop or to enjoy some adult happy hour refreshments, Cole Farms can accommodate.

A Home Away from Home
Whether you’re visiting for business or pleasure, or in the process of relocating, the Caswell Arms can accommodate. Owners John
and Tracy Scheckel have updated and furnished the 2nd floor apartment and offer it for rent both short and long term.
The apartment offers 2 bedrooms, a full kitchen, a bathroom with a stall shower, and a cozy living room brimming with colonial
charm. The kitchen includes tableware for four, a coffee maker, microwave, and pots pans, and utensils for cooking. The Caswell
Arms is conveniently located in Gray Village for easy access to all there is to see and do in the GNG area..
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Gray True Value
Gray True Value was purchased by Rod and Jill Pooler in January of
2003. During the 10 years at their village location, the business grew more
than 40% and so did the Poolers’ need for a larger store. When a former
manufacturing building came available for sale, Rod & Jill saw a great
opportunity to relocate and accommodate their growing hardware store.
The Poolers ultimately renovated the building for retail use, and in the
interest of sustainability, repurposed most of the existing building
materials. The move was beneficial on multiple counts; primarily for the
accessibility of a high traffic, high visibility location at the convergence of
the local route 26 and the Gray Wildlife Parkway bypass. Another huge
benefit was the ability to expand every department in the store including
paint, rental, and farm & ranch. In addition to tools and equipment rentals,
party items are available as well, so the next time you need a popcorn
machine…. Don’t miss the farm and ranch department with
live baby chicks!
The new location also offers an expanded yard offering pine
shavings, bagged goods, concrete products, and a modern
propane filling station with enough capacity to fill even the
largest motor home.
The future of Gray True Value looks very bright as it continues
to grow in both sales and staff. Whether you’re traveling to
camp, or live in the area, visit Gray True Value, you’ll find
what you need!
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metropolitan centers, Portland and Lewiston, with views of
Live the dream on an 18-hole championship golf course at Spring Mount Washington, and only two hours from Boston’s North
Shore, Spring Meadows Estates at Spring Meadows Golf Course,
Meadows Golf in Gray, Maine. Located on the 10th fairway,
is where you will want to live, play and call HOME.
Spring Meadows Estates is a mix of 2-3 bedroom single family
and townhouse homes.

Spring Meadows Estates

With over 30 years of experience, Grand Builders, Inc brings
you the finest homes, built for a lifetime of enjoyment. These
custom built homes offer premium finishes, stylish amenities
and are affordable luxury living,
The Spring Meadows Estates HOA maintains the building
exterior and the yard (including mowing and snow plowing); all
the pleasures of home ownership without the worry of
maintenance. Energy efficient with a variety of floor plans and
options, each home can be custom built to perfectly fit your
budget and lifestyle needs.
Spring Meadows Golf Course is rated one of “The 100 Must
Play Courses in New England”, by GolfStyles New England
magazine. Designed by noted Maine architect Brad Booth, this
former dairy farm has earned the reputation for having the best
course conditions, public or private, at an affordable cost. With
their defined tree lines, ponds, bunkers, and brooks, each
carefully crafted hole adds to the overall beauty of the course,
plush fairways and superb greens. The par 71 course offers a
challenge for golfers of all abilities with 4 sets of tees ranging
from 4,706 yards to 6,656 yards.
Buyers at Spring Meadows Estates receive a discounted first
year golf membership. Nestled between Maine’s two largest

For more information on how
to call Spring Meadows
Estates your new HOME,
please contact
Sherrie Benner
Keller Williams Realty
sherriebenner@kw.com
or 207 776-2163.
Please visit
springmeadowsestates.info
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Coming Soon……

The Maine Narrow Gauge Rail Road Museum
The Back Story…..In the late 19th century, a unique
system of railroads developed in Maine. In order to serve a
large geographic area with a small population, the Maine
Narrow Gauge was born. Trains running on 2’ wide rails
carried freight and passengers, providing a connection
between the state’s less populated rural areas and it’s larger
cities. Eventually there were five railroads covering 200
miles of track that served the state from the 1870s to the
1940s. As one would guess, the little trains were the
economic engine of Maine at the turn of the 20th Century.

economic development. They have the unique pleasure of
riding along the shore of Casco Bay in an antique rail car
pulled by historic steam or diesel locomotives. The route
follows the 1846 right of way of the Atlantic and St.
Lawrence Railroad, linking Portland with Montreal.
During a three-mile round-trip, visitors take in the sights of
Soon after the rails stopped running commercially, Ellis D. the waterfront, harbor, and islands which are described -Atwood began purchasing the remnants of the rails and cars along with the story of Maine's narrow-gauge railroads -by our conductors and docents.
to use at his amusement park, the Edaville Railroad in
Carver, Massachusetts.
Visit the Maine Narrow Gauge Rail Road and Museum at
58 Fore Street on the Portland waterfront.
The Narrow Gauge Comes Home….. Founded in 1992,
the Maine Narrow Gauge RR is a nonprofit educational
Narrow Gauge Finds a New Home….. After nearly 20
organization supported by the services of 100+ volunteers, years in Portland, the Maine Narrow Gauge complex is
who lay and maintain the track; inspect, repair, and operate preparing for a new home in Gray Village. A state of the
the trains; and help to run the museum.
art facility is currently being designed, and preparations to
rehabilitate another set of historic train tracks are under
In September 1993, the organization's visionary founders
way. Fund-raising of $6,000,000 for the project is in full
brought the historic locomotives and cars back to Maine
swing, and the projected arrival date is 2016.
from the Edaville Railroad. The Maine Narrow Gauge
Railroad has become an important attraction for the greater Visitors Tomorrow….. The Gray Plaza on Portland Road
Portland area, drawing thousands of tourists and area
will be the new home of the museum, gift shop and train
residents to the Old Port to see and experience this
facilities, while a two mile section of the former Portland—
remarkable piece of Maine's history.
Lewiston Interurban Rail bed will provide riders with a
Visitors Today…. Museum visitors relive railroading as it four mile round trip through a protected area of pristine
once was and learn of the railroads' importance to Maine's wetland.

Conceptual Design for the new Maine Narrow Gauge Rail Road and Museum in Gray, Maine.

14

DOING BUSINESS
IN GRAY
Did You Know?







Gray is easily accessible via five State roads and Exit 63
on the Maine Turnpike
Almost 40% of Maine’s population (workforce - 300,000+)
is within a 30 mile radius
The Gray-New Gloucester (SAD15) school district is one of
only three in the State to have earned an International
Baccalaureate (IB) designation,
Gray’s median household income was $69,848, ranking 6th
out of 29 communities in Cumberland County (2011).
The Maine Wildlife Park has called Gray home for 80 years
and draws 100,000 visitors annually.

Community Development
24 Main Street
Gray, ME 04039
Phone: 207-657-3112

Open for Business!
Relatively low taxes and affordable real estate and rental opportunities make Gray a great
place to start or relocate your business. The Community Development Department is available
to answer all your permitting, zoning and land use questions and provide a streamlined
permitting process for your business.
These and other resources can be found in the business section of the
Town of Gray Website at www.graymaine.org.
SebagoLakesChamberof
Commerce

207-892-8265

MaineSmallBusiness
DevelopmentCenter

2077804420

Dept.ofEconomicand
CommunityDevelopment

207-624-9800

MaineTechnologyInstitute

2075824790

FinanceAuthorityofMaine

207-623-3263

SmallBusinessAdministration

2076228551

GreaterPortlandCouncil
ofGovernments

2077749891
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From creative economy to light industry, New Gloucester offers
diverse business opportunities in a spectacular rural setting - only a
short distance from Portland and Lewiston/Auburn.
We’re home to business, local artisans, the Shaker Village, Pineland
Farms, and so much more.

Starting Your Business in New
Gloucester is Easy!
We offer a streamlined permitting process, so
that you can begin doing business quickly and
easily. Here’s how to get started:
Call for an appointment with the Town Planner
or Codes Officer. We are here to assist you
with the approval of your new business as well
as resources for low interest financing and
business plan development.

Town of New Gloucester
385 Intervale Road
New Gloucester, ME 04260
207-926-4126
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Local Culture
Gray and New Gloucester offer enrichment, recreation, and social
activities for citizens of all ages.
The Gray Public Library has just been renovated and expanded to
provide a state of the art facility for its members. The library,
according to its director, “...nurtures that most basic of human
impulses – curiosity. We believe that an individual’s exposure to
an idea, a poem, a book, a movie, or a song can forever change a
life, and access to that material should not be contingent upon
financial status. We seek to aid individuals in their quest for
education, recreation, and enrichment.”
The New Gloucester Public Library is steeped in local history,
and along with its gardens and gazebo at the municipal complex, is
a lovely place whether for reading and research or to simply relax
and enjoy the grounds.
Children of all ages are accommodated by both municipal
recreation departments who collaborate to offer a 50 Forward club
for the young at heart, Mommy and Me programs for preschoolers,
and programs and activities for everyone in between.
The New Gloucester Historical Society, having celebrated its 75th
Anniversary in 2009, meets monthly from May to September at the
New Gloucester Meetinghouse at the municipal complex. The
Society’s archive is vaulted at that location while its artifacts are
stored and displayed at the History Barn, also on the site.
In conjunction with its anniversary and the publication of Images of
America, New Gloucester, the History Barn was restored and
opened to the public in September of 2009 and continues to host
monthly open house exhibitions on the first Saturday of each month
from 9 a.m. to noon. The Historical Society also owns and cares
for the circa 1753 Blockhouse Monument on Gloucester Hill
Road.
The Gray Historical Society and Museum is located in the center
of Gray Village in what was the first town hall. The building was
later repurposed for use as the town’s fire station. The building is
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in the process of renovation and restoration which include energy and community members in general.
upgrades. Until the building is winter-ready, the Society opens
Fiddlehead provides age appropriate classes and enrichment
for limited hours in the summer and by appointment.
programs in the sciences and art that integrate moving, visual and
Adjacent to the Historical Society and Museum is the Gray
musical creative arts for students in grades Pre K-12. Science
Cemetery dating back to the 1700s. In addition to grave of the
programs focus around the STEM model of Science, Technology,
unknown confederate soldier, the cemetery is an amazing
Engineering and Mathematics.
resource for historians and genealogists.
From September through April, the New Gloucester Village
The mission of the Fiddlehead Art and Science Center in Gray Coffee House offers performances held at the First
is: Through creativity, discovery and pure fun, to provide access Congregational-Christian Church Vestry on Gloucester Hill Road
to quality enrichment programs, helping us each to grow in art,
in New Gloucester. The Vestry offers an intimate venue to
science and cultural exploration. As a community based
showcase area talent. During the performance season, visitors
organization Fiddlehead provides a welcoming, safe and
enjoy a wide variety of musical styles from folk to Celtic to
supportive environment for arts and science educators, students
Rockabilly.

Farm to Table
To the delight of foodies, naturalists and environmentalists, the farm to table movement is sweeping the country . Restaurants who
source their foods locally insure their patrons the freshest foods, while supporting the local economy, and reducing carbon emissions.
In Gray and New Gloucester, thanks to a thriving agricultural economy, residents can reap the same farm to table benefits right in
their own kitchen.
There are few places as well-endowed with local farms as Gray and New Gloucester. Beef, pork, poultry, fruits, vegetables, cheese,
maple syrup, cider, eggs and even Christmas trees - not that surprising here in the Pine Tree State - are all within minutes of each
other in the GNG community.
Local groceries, farm-stands throughout the community, and an organized farmers’ market in New Gloucester provide easy access to
the highest quality food for area residents and visitors alike.
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At Your Service
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At Your Service

